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which was fertile in shrubs, and had at the end wells of
water, which we were deprived of by the Bagdad caravan,
which had risen early for that purpose. We proceeded over
hills which brought us to another plain fertile in shrubs, and
encamped at sunset in a low valley. Twenty days5 journey
from Busserah,
July the ijth. We began our march an hour before sunrise,
and continued ascending and descending for three hours
together, and then passed over hills which led us to another
plain as smooth as a bowling green, but barren. At the end
of this we passed over rising ground, from whence we had
a view* of Tayba1, and encamped close by it at four in the
afternoon. Here is a pool of water thick set with reeds, and
Tavernier mentions a spring which runs into this pool, but
I did not see any there was, whatever might be at the bottom.
Our camels had been now four days without water, which
made some of them lie down frequently with their burdens.
Days' journey from Busserah twenty one.
July the i8z/z. We continued at Tayba to give the camels
rest. Captain Roberts, in a letter of his, says he saw well
wrought capitals of the Corinthian order, without naming the
place; which made me imagine he had meant Palmyra;
but my Arab servant, who travelled with him, assured me
that he came the same track with him over the desert, that
he visited this place, and took a drawing of some parts of it
with a pencil. Add to this that Palmyra lies sixty miles
south-west of this place2.
Tayba3 is a walled town, seated on a rising ground, and
1 Taiyibe.
z See note to Roberts* narrative, p. 45.
3 Taiyibe was first recorded by Tenreiro in 1523; he described it as
a walled city in the desert with 500-600 inhabitants, who lived by hiring
out camels to caravans. He passed through it again in 1528 on his return
journey. Teixeira was the next visitor; he found it a village of '250 houses
founded on ruins of an ancienter that belonged to French Christians';
he also mentions gardens and orchards. Delia Valle, in 1614, found
Taiyibe worthy of its name, for it was *good" to discover, in the midst
of the wilderness, a place producing fowls, cucumbers, citrons and other
delicacies. He remarks that 'in the Neapolitan Kingdom it would be a
hamlet, but in Arabia it is a town, for it is a "walled settlement.1** He
explored the ruins, noting the 'belfry/ of a size and workmanship which